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CONFIDENTIAL AMMAN 3181 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MACP. MICE MASS, JO 

SUBJECT: PUBLIC RELEASE OF FMS/MAP DETAILS ON JORDAN 

REF STATE 108266 

1. EMBASSY HAS NOT DISCUSSED MATTER WITH JORDANIANS, 
BUT AS MATTER OF GENERAL POLICY, GOJ IS SENSITIVE TO 
RELEASE OF ANY INFORMATION PERTAINING TO MILITARY AID 
AND FOREIGN MILITARY SALES PROGRAMS. WE BELIEVE 
RELEASE OF INFORMATION ON DETAILS OF MAP/FSM PROGRAMS 
FOR PARTICULARTLY CURRENT BUT ALSO PRIOR FISCAL YEARS 
WOULD CAUSE SOME PROBLEMS FOR JORDANIANS. THIS 
PRIMARILY IS BECAUSE JORDAN INFLATES ITS MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT FIGURES BEYOND THEIR ACTUAL STRENGTH 

IN ORDER TO IMPRESS OTHER ARAB STATES WITH 
JORDANIAN MILITARY POSTURE. 

2. ALTHOUGH JORDANIANS WOULD NOT BE HAPPY, WE BELIEVE 
THEY WOULD POSSIBLY ACQUIESCE IF PRESENTED WITH FLAT 
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MIDDLE EASTERN COUNTRIES MENTIONED IN REFTEL. WE COULD PRESENT 
DECISION TO RELEASE INFO AS REQUIRED TO BRING MIDEAST 
INTO LINE WITH USG WORLDWIDE POLICIES AND TO MAINTAIN 
A POSITIVE RELATIONSHIP WITH CONGRESS WHOSE CONTINUING 
COOPERATION IS ESSENTIAL TO OUR MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
TO JORDAN. 

3. BEFORE RELEASING FIGURES, WE WOULD WANT TO INFORM 
BOTH KING HUSSEIN AND CHIEF OF STAFF BIN SHAKER OF 
REASONS FOR OUR DECISION. WE WOULD OBVIOUSLY ALSO 
HAVE TO ASSURE THEM THAT OUR DISCLOSURE POLICY APPLIED 
EQUALLY TO ALL THE COUNTRIES MENTIONED IN REFTEL, 

PARTICULARLY INCLUDING ISREAL. 
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